
Laying Block Paving 

A basic guide to laying a patio 

Tool List  

Lump  hammer 

Block/stone splitter 

Disc  grinder 

Bolster/cold/ masonry chisels 

Plate compactor/ vibrator 

Hammer drill 

Rubber mallet 

Tape measure 

String or twine 

Spirit level 

Trimming  knife 

Trowel 

Shovel 

Rake 

Watering can 

Bucket 

Safety Equipment 

Dust mask 

RCD  adaptor 

Safety  specs 

Gloves 

If children are to use the area, make sure any water feature 

has little or no depth. Ensure you plan any lighting positions, 

electrical and drainage services early on. All  cabling and 

drain runs will need to be in position, underground and       

protected before starting. All electrical work must conform to BS 7671, the 

current IEE Wiring Regulations, and Part P of Building Regulations. You 

are advised to check with your local authority’s building control              

department, or an authorised competent person before starting. If in any 

doubt about electrical work, contact a qualified electrician 

Paved areas add       

feature to gardens 

along with providing 

an area for furniture 

and seating. Our 

guide will help you to 

create your own 

space to relax in.  

Planning your Patio 

Draw a plan of the proposed paved area marking out any object 

such as rear walls boundary lines, trees etc… 

If the patio joins the house it should be 15cm lower than the damp 

proof course. Mark the area to be paved with pins and a line.  

Mark out your patio as you intend to lay it making sure that corners 

are at a 90°, then cut the base out with a spade and remove the 

marking lines  

Dig down enough to allow for 10cm for hard-core, 2.5cm for sharp sand and space 

for the slab. your slabs should sit 1cm bellow grass level so allow for this as well.  

Drive pegs in around the excavated area at roughly 1m spaces, use these to fix a 

treated     timber frame around the proposed area. If the area is next to a house 

make sure that is slopes way from the building to stop water build up.  

Lay 10cm of hard-core level across the patio area and compact it with either a 

sledgehammer, or a plate compactor, to make a solid base. 

lay the paving slabs down loose to make sure they fit well across the area. Begin at 

a corner and work along the edges. Allow space for the mortar joints.  

When satisfied with fit, remove slabs and evenly level out 2.5cm of sharp sand with 

a rake. 



Laying Block Paving 

 

Begin laying the slabs, starting along the edge of the area. With large slabs. 

Ensure that the slab is lightly bedded into the sharp sand. A couple of taps with a 

rubber mallet may be required to settle it firmly in place.  

Slabs may be butted tightly against each other, or a gap left for a wider joint using 

spacers or offcuts of ply, depending on how much infilling you want to do along the 

joints. Keep checking joint widths as you lay more slabs. 

As you continue laying the rest of the slabs in the design, use a spirit level to keep 

checking the level and gradient across the site. .  

If slabs are not tightly butted, to infill joints mix up a mortar 

mix (four parts sand to one part cement with a little bit of 

water). We suggest using Geo-Fix Jointing Compound that 

can be simply poured into joints and brushed in to be left to 

cure. 

Spread the mix over the slabs and use a soft broom to 

brush the mix over the joints, gradually and evenly filling 

them all in.  

This is a basic guide on how to lay a patio area. Please make 

sure that your paving area is 15cm bellow a damp proof course 

if next to a house and slopes away from the house, 

This method is only lays slabs loose, for a longer lasting result 

it is advised to use a membrane above the base layer to stabilise the 

ground and supress weeds. It is also possible to cement slabs in to stop 

movement and ensure that the job lasts for longer. If you are unsure about 

anything always check. For more information visit our website and view the 

Bradstone how to video on laying paving for another method.  


